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UM LANDS AWARD FROM WICHE PROGRAM 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana-Missoula has received the Extra Mile Award from the 
Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education.
The award recognizes UM’s outstanding commitment to increasing the number of 
minorities who complete doctoral degrees and enter faculty careers, said Ken Pepion, senior 
project director for the WICHE Doctoral Scholars program, headquartered in Boulder, Colo.
“Because of the strong academic and personal support of UM scholars and the significant 
level of institutional funding committed on their behalf, UM has truly gone the extra mile in 
promoting the goal of greater faculty diversity,” Pepion said.
UM’s WICHE doctoral scholars and their faculty mentors traveled to New Orleans to 
accept the award for the University: Darren Calhoun of Crowheart, Wyo., a doctoral student in 
clinical psychology, and his mentor, psychology Professor David Schuldberg; and Victoria 
Yazzie-Durglo of St. Ignatius and Tuba City, Ariz., a doctoral student in forestry, and her 
mentor, forestry Professor Ron Wakimoto.
David Strobel, associate dean of UM’s graduate school, said many states in the regions 
that have WICHE doctoral scholars have only one scholar. UM has two, and it’s the only 
institution in Montana with any, he said.
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Strobel also said that UM is the only institution in the entire region with a master’s level 
student in the WICHE program. She is Emorie Davis-Bird, a Blackfeet tribal member studying 
public administration. Her selection as a WICHE scholar is an effort to “bridge to our tribal 
colleges,” Strobel said.
That effort, he said, gives “a staff or faculty member at a tribal college or somebody 
who wishes to become a faculty member at one of the tribal colleges the opportunity to finish a 
master’s degree with us and then go back to the tribal college with that degree,” he said. The 
program is the only one like it in the entire country, he said.
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